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ABSTRACT 

A compilation of documents and ephemera pertaining to the Roslyn Public Schools, including 

programs for graduations, concerts, and theatrical presentations as well as documents pertaining 

to school district events.   
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HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

The Roslyn Public School District was first established in 1813 as Hempstead Harbor District 

#3. It was one of the six districts formed by the Town of North Hempstead under New York 

State’s 1812 Common School Law. In 1864, Roslyn Public Schools reorganized as a Union Free 

School District under the State’s 1853 Union Free School Act. The first school building was 

constructed in 1863 and was known simply as the Public School. Enlarged over the years, this 

building was destroyed by fire in 1897. The new building constructed on the site was also 

destroyed by a fire in 1927. The brick building that replaced it on Remsen Street was torn down 

in the 1970s. 

 

In 1868 the district established a separate annex for Black children. Known as the “Colored 

School,” the segregated annex remained in operation through the end of the 1916-17 school year. 

 

To accommodate children who lived outside of the village proper, additional schools were built 

in the early 1900s. The Highlands School, a small one-room schoolhouse, was built on Warner 

Avenue in 1906 to serve the children who lived in the Heights area. It was closed when the 

Roslyn Heights School on Willow Street opened in 1914.  The North Roslyn School was built to 

serve children in the Greenvale area in 1912.  

 

A high school department was added in 1904, and Roslyn High School was accredited by New 

York State in 1906. Recognizing the increased need for secondary education, the Roslyn Junior-

Senior High School building was erected on Roslyn Road in 1925 on an eight-acre hilltop site 

donated by Mr. Clarence H. Mackay. 

 

Roslyn School District #3 experienced a population surge in the years following World War II. 

The Roslyn Highlands Neighborhood School, for children in Kindergarten through grade four, 

opened in 1950 in Roslyn Heights. The East Hills School opened in 1951, followed by Flower 

Hill School in 1952. The Roslyn Junior High School opened for seventh and eighth graders in 

1957, relieving overcrowding in the high school building. Sixth grade classes were added to the 

building in 1988 and the school was rededicated as Roslyn Middle School. The last elementary 

school built was the Harbor Hill School in 1962. 

 

Roslyn’s school population peaked in 1967 but soon began to decline, resulting in the closure of 

four schools between 1970 and 1980. The Highlands School closed in 1972, followed by the 

North Roslyn School in 1975 and the Village School in 1976. The Flower Hill School was the 

last to close in 1980.  Today, the educational needs of Roslyn students are met by the remaining 

three elementary schools (East Hills, Harbor Hill and Heights), Roslyn Middle School and 

Roslyn High School. 

 

 

 

 



 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

This is an artificial collection of items pertaining to the Roslyn Public Schools that were 

accessioned by the Bryant Library at various times. The collection includes programs for 

graduations, theatrical and musical events, as well as documents and publications related to 

school district programs and activities.  

 

ARRANGEMENT 

 

The collection is arranged into five series: Roslyn High School, Village School, Heights School, 

Roslyn Junior High School, and School District Ephemera.  

 

INDEX TERMS 

 

Roslyn Public Schools 

Roslyn High School 

Village School 

Heights School 

Roslyn Junior High School 

 

RELATED MATERIAL 

 

Roslyn High School Yearbooks (Harbor Light) 

Roslyn Middle School Yearbooks 

SCOPE (Newsletter) 

 

 

  



CONTENT LIST 

 

Folder  Contents 

 

Box 1 

 

Series I: Roslyn High School 

 Sub-series A: Programs 

1 Program – Graduation Exercises, 1907 

2 Invitation and Program – Commencement, 1909 

3 Invitation – Commencement, 1910 

4 Invitation – Commencement, 1911 

5 Invitation and Program – Commencement, 1912 

6 Program – Commencement, 1924 

7 Program – Commencement, 1932 

8 Program – Commencement, 1935 

9 Program – Commencement, 1939 

10 Announcement – Commencement, 1940 

11 Program – Commencement, 1944 

12 Program and Ticket – Commencement, 1945 

13 Program – Commencement, 1956  

14 Program – Commencement, 1962 

15 Program – Commencement, 1963 

16 Program – Commencement, 1964 

17 Program – Commencement, 1968 

18 Program – Commencement, 1969 

19 Program and Ticket– “Men, Maids, and Matchmakers,” 1911 

20 Program – Roslyn High School Orchestra and Glee Club, 1923 

21 Program – Spring Concert, 1926 

22 Program – Spring Concert, 1928 

23 Program – Violin Class Recital, 1929 

24 Program – “Cheaper by the Dozen,” 1951 

25 Program – “Our Hearts Were Young and Gay,” 1963 

26 Program – Sports Night, 1963 

27 Program – Sports Night, 1965 

28 Invitation and Program – Senior Party, 1964 

29 Program – Awards, 1968-69 

30 Program – Joy of Discovery, 1983 

Sub-Series B: Other Items 

31 Brochure – Information for the School Year 1961-62 

32 Reunion Lists – Classes of 1938, 1944, 1945 

33 Membership cards belonging to Barbara Campbell, 1963-65 

Flat box       Book Cover, n.d 

Flat box           “The Hilltop Beacon,” various issues 1948-1951  

 

 



Series II: Village School  

34 Program – Annual Reception, 1886 

35 Program – Entertainment, 1906 

36 Program – “Penny Buns and Roses,” 1929 

37 Report Card (Blank) – Roslyn Public School Senior Department, c. 1860 

Flat box       “Roslyn Public School Lecture and Entertainment Course, Season 1915-1916” 

 

 

Series III: Heights School 

38 Program – “Belvedere,” n.d. 

Flat Box       Photo Album, 1928-1934 

 

Series IV: Roslyn Junior High School 

39 Program – Dedication, 1957 

40 Booklet – Graduation ‘60 

41 Program – Rededication, 2002 

 

Series V: School District Publications 

Flat Box       Visitor Book, 1906 

42 Brochure – “Proposed New High School, Roslyn, N.Y.,” [1924] 

43 Flyers – Conference on Race and Education, 1968 

44 Booklet - “A Survey Summary of H.S. Parent-Supplied Data,” 1971 

45 Booklet – “Meeting Educational Needs – Parents’ Evaluation of Roslyn High 

School,” 1980 

46 Brochures – Prospective Teachers 

47 Booklet – “Directory and Calendar, 1931-1932” 

48 Booklet – “The Roslyn Story” [c. 1956] 

49 Parents’ Newsletter, 1959, 1962, 1963 

50 Brochures – Summer Programs, 1969, 1977 

51 Brochure – “Make a Difference,” 1999 

52 Invitation – WPA Mural Restoration, 1991 

  

 

 

 

 


